
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



672 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XVII. 

view by means of the ingenious conception of reminiscence. Scientific 
investigation becomes the bridge between mystical knowledge and pru- 
dence. In Aristotle, Homeric intellectualism prevails almost exclusively ; 
theoretical wisdom, which is here identical with scientific knowledge, form- 
ing a separate element. This is still truer of the system of Epicurus, but in 
his portrayal of the wise man we discern faint traces of the mystical sage. 
These features are more and more emphasized from this time on ; Homeric 
intellectualism becomes more and more completely absorbed into mystical 
intellectualism, the climax being reached in Neo-Platonism. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Das Gesetz der Vernunft und die ethischen Stromungen der Gegenwart. 
Von Ernst Marcus. Herford, Menckhoff, 1907. — pp. iv, 284. 

The object of this book is to show that the Kantian system of ethics is a 
pure science, that the moral laws and even the supreme legal principles 
can be deduced and established logically, with mathematical precision. 
We need no longer search for the science of ethics, the author declares ; it 
is complete, though only in its principles. "All that is required is to show 
that Kant has enabled us to deduce ethical propositions and to discover 
moral errors 'with geometric accuracy,' that we are able to give exact 
ethical proofs ' ' (p. 6). 

The notion of law, which is the product of the intellect or of pure reason, 
is the basal concept of ethics. The important criterion of morality which 
Kant has discovered is : Thou shalt act according to a law which is logi- 
cally suited to rational beings. To this law must be applied the universal 
and necessary characteristics of the concept of law, which are described as 
follows : (1) The law holds exclusively for the subjects to whom the law is 
addressed ; (2) it holds absolutely, without exception, for all subjects of the 
law ; (3) the third characteristic is the principle of the conservation of the 
substance of these subjects of the law (pp. 35 ff.). From the notion of the 
law and these fundamental characteristics of law all moral laws can be 
logically deduced, e. g., the injunction against murder and suicide, the 
law of neutrality (impartiality) of the law, the basal law of morals (veracity), 
the command against injury, and the law of furtherance, etc. 

We also have a second criterion of morality, the absence of which would 
not contradict the notion of law as such, but would contradict a law adapted 
to intelligent beings. For the law for intelligent beings must do justice to 
their necessary intellectual character, that is, it must recognize and demand 
their character as a unified teleological centre, since it has to regulate the 
matter of their purposes. Indeed, it presupposes this unity of person since 
its command of persistent obedience is addressed to this very unity. The 
consciousness of this unity (self-consciousness) reaches its full fruition only 
as there arises the consciousness of responsibility before the law, the con- 
sciousness of the unified causality of all acts, i. <?., the consciousness of free- 
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dom, ' which would not be found in us without the law (not even in idea).' 
To live ethically means to act in accordance with the natural character of 
man as the purposive being, as the lord of ends. Hence there results the 
relation of the pure formula of law to the teleological formula : a law which 
contradicts the former is under all circumstances contrary to morals. The 
pure formula of the law is therefore the primary criterion of the true moral 
law. But it does not suffice that a law be in accordance with this pure 
formula. Rather, the second question arises : Does it do justice to the 
qualified or teleological formula ? The latter is therefore the secondary 
necessary criterion of the true moral law. The teleological law also m akes 
clear to us whence we derive the concept of perfection. The law prescribes 
the pursuit of the totality of all conceivable, humanly possible moral ends, 
and it does this in such a way that the teleological subject is furthered 
thereby, i. e., that his power of pursuing ends is intensified. (From a 
resume' of the author on p. 104.) 

Mr. Marcus, who is himself a practical jurist, regards law as a part of 
ethics, ethics bearing the same relation to jurisprudence as mathematics to 
natural science. The jurist of the future must study ethics, but the prac- 
tical jurist of to-day is better fitted to be an ethical investigator and teacher 
than the modern theologian (pp. ix, 128). The logical necessity of law 
and of the State is proved (pp. 122 ff.), and the basal principle of law de- 
duced from the supreme moral principles. The author then proceeds to 
establish, on strict logical grounds, of course, the right of property, showing 
communism to be illogical and unethical ; points out the ethical basis of 
the penal law ; * ' deduces ' ' the laws of sexual life ; and proves the ethical 
necessity of the liberal party, the separation of church and state, and the 
unction of the state in education (pp. 132 ff.). 

Mr. Marcus is a faithful follower of Kant. He has written a number of 
books in which he reproduces in clear and intelligible language, and with 
additional proofs and illustrations, the thoughts of his great master. He is 
vigorous, forceful, and direct ; apt to be boastful and to speak with impa- 
tience and contempt of those who will not see the absolute cogency of his 
arguments : a temper not unusual with rationalistic thinkers. His habit of 
impugning the motives of those who do not see things as he does, of call- 
ing them hypocrites and deceived deceivers, is, to say the least, unfortunate. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Die Naturgeschichte der Moral und die Physik des Denkens : Der Ideal- 
ismus eines Materialisten. Von Albert Kann. Wien und Leipzig, 
Wilhelm Braumuller, 1907. — pp. xv, 243. 

We have here a good illustration of the thinking of a man who has never, 
as he himself confesses, made a study of psychology and philosophy. It 
is quite natural, under the circumstances, that the author should have had 
misgivings at the end of the book as to whether his ideas were really 



